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»and down the village streets 

yange are the forms iny fancy meets, 

q the thoughts and things of to-day are hid, 
yd through the vail of a closéd lid, 

je ancient worthies | sec again, 

yar the tap of the elder’s cane, 

pi his awful periwig I see 

nd the silver buckles of shoe and knee. 
ately and slow, with thoughtful air, 

is black cap hiding his whitened hair, 
‘slke the Judge. of the Great Assize, 

muel Sewall the good and wise. 

is face with lines of firmness wrought, 
swears the look of a man unbought 

}o swears to his hurt and changes nt; 

t, touched and softened nevertheless 

‘th the grace of Christian gentleness-— 

be face that a child would climb to kiss! 
we and tender and brave and just, © 

hat man might honor and woman ‘rust !— 


Touching and sad, a tale ie told, 
to a penitent hymn of the Psalmist old, 
(the fast which the good man life-long kept 
jith a haunting sorrow that never slept, 
sthe circling year brought round the time 
fan error tbat left the sting of crime, 
‘hen he sat on the bench of the Witchoraft courts, 
ith the laws of Moses and Hale’s Reports, 
ad spake, in the name of both, the word 
hat gave the witch’s neck to the cord, 
nd piled the oaken planks that pressed 
he feeble life from the warlock’s breast! 
ll fhe day long from dawn to dawn 
ijMeor was bolted, his curtain drawn, 
0 @ot on his silent threshold trod, 
ye looked on him save that of God, 
¢ baffled the ghosis of the dead with charms 
itent tears and prayers and psalms, 
with precious proofs from the sacred Word 
» boundless pity and love of the Lord 
ith confirmed and his trust renewed 
he sin of his ignorance sorely rued, 
«fie be washed away in the mingled flood 
y uman sorrow and Christ’s dear blood ! 
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f forever the memory be 
f ndge of the old Theocracy, 
ven his errors glorified, 
k seen, sunlit mountain side 
pudy shadows which o’er it glide! 
i praise to the Puritan 
halting step of his age outran, 
bing the infinite worth of man 
riceless gift the Father gave, 
nfinite love that stooped to save, 
ot brand his brother a slave! 
oth such wrong,” he was wont to say. 
n quaint picture-loving way, 
; tat up to Heaven a hand grenade 
od shail cast dowa upon his head |” 


Widely as Heaven and hell, contrast 

iat brave old jurist of the past 

ad the cunning trickster and knave of courts 
ho the holy features of Truth distorts, 

iling as right the will of the strong, 

verty crime, and weakness wrong ; 

ide-eared to power, to the wronged and woak 
oaf as Egypt’s gods of leek ; 

fling aside at party’s nod 

der of nature and law of God; 

r whose dabbled ermine respect were waste, 
verence folly, aud awe misplaced, 

tice of whom ’twero vain to seek 

from Koordish robber or Syrien Sheik ! 

.! leave the wretch to his bribes and sins, 

, him rot in the web of lies he spins !— 

ithe saintly soul of the early day, 

the Christian judge, let us turn and say: 

ise and thanks, for an honest man !— 
ry to Ged for the Paritan !” 


| see, far southward, this quiet day 
ie hills of Newbury rolling away. 
ith the many tints of the season gay, 
amily blending in autumn mist 
aber and gold and amethyst. 
vag and low with dwarf trees crowned, 
um Island lies like a whale aground 
stone¥® toss over the narrow sound. 
; as far as the eye can go, 
ls curve round like a bended bow; 
r arrow from out them sprung 
he shine of the Quasycung ; 
round and round, over valley and hill, 
‘oads winding as old roads will 
a ferry and there to a mill. 
0d, glimpses of chimneys and gabled eaves 
irOh green elm arches and maple leaves,— 
¢ homsteads sacred to all that can 
ladden or sadden the heart of man, 
hese thresholds of oak and stone 
Death have come and gone! 
ured tiles in the fire-place show, 


litters with polished wares, 
ticks on the foot-worn stairs ; 
oad chimney shows the crack 
1 the earthqiqke made a century baok. 
b from their i springs the village spire 
IO the crest of'ts cock in the sun afire ; 
®YNare orchartg and planting lands, 
nd ge@it marsiies and glimmering sands, 


ad, wher rth and south the coast lines run, 
he blink of the xq, ; breeze and sun! 


{ see it all like Doh,» 

‘Thanrolled 
at my thoughts are fi ~ e pest and old, 
hear the tales of iny b told ; 


wd the shadows and 
. . . b) 

ae by in the Vailiy, ear ce 

, 
Paving nate od mai chime 
‘ f ea, ™m - 
think of the old map wind aah ~ 
Vho onee on yon misty hills; 
Y hillsig 

A poct who never measured ae 
\ seer Unknown to his dull-eared time ) 
els propped on his staff of age, lookea down 
Ms boyhood’s love, on his native towa - 
“— Written, as if on its hills and plains 

' burden of prophecy yet remains, 


t Mewveices of wood and Wave and wind 
tesa im the ‘ e musing mind |—» 
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“BUT AS WE WERE ALLOWED OF GOD TO BE PUT IN TRUST WITH THE GOSPEL, EVEN SO WE SPEAK, NOT AS PLEASING MEN BUT GOD, WHICH TRIETH OUR HEARTS.” 











VOLUME XI. 


As long as a salmon shall haunt the deep 
Of Merrimac river, or sturgeon leap ; 

As long as pickerel swift and slim, 

Or red-backed perch, in Crane Pond swim ; 
As long as the annual sea-fowl know 

Their time to come and their time to go ; 
As long as cattle shall roam at will 

The green, grass meadows by Turkey hill ; 
As long as sheep shall look from the side 
Of Oldtown hill on marishes wide 

And Parker river and salt-sea tide ; 

As long as a wandering pigeon shall search 
The fields below from his white-oak perch, 
Where the barley-harvest is ripe and shorn 
And the dry husks fal] from the standing corn : 
Aslong as Nature sball not grow old 

Nor drop her work from her doting hold, 
And her care for the Indian corn forget 
And the yellow rows in pairs to set ;— 

So jong shall Christians here be born, 
Grow up and ripen as God’s sweet corn !— 
By the beak of bird, by the breath of frost 
Shall never a holy ear be lost, 

But, husked by Death in the Planter’s sight, 
Be sown again in the fields of light !” 


The Island still is purple with plums, 

Up the river the salmon comes, 

The sturgeon leaps, and the wild fowl feeds 

On hill-side berries and marish seeds,— 

All the beautiful signs remain, 

From spring-time sowing to autumn rain 

The good man’s vision returns again ! 

And let us hope, as well we can, 

That the Silent Augel who garners man 

May find some grain as of old he found 

In the human corn-field ripe and sound, 

That still, with sunshine and rain and dew, 

Forever cld and forever new, 

The Lord of the Harvest deigns to own 

The precious seed by the fathers sown! 
Joun G. Wuairtier. 
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ENOCH’S ALMANAC FOR A NEW YEAR. 


Ir is a wonderful thing which is asserted of 
Enoch, in an age of great wickedness, that he 
walked with God three hundred years. Year after 
year, year after year, continuously, and more and 
more habitually and closely, he walked with God. 
Such was his growth in grace, that it pleased God 
to signalize his departure from the world by an ex- 
emption from the common lot of humanity, by a 
simple disappearance, not death, as when a morn- 
ing star fades into the lightof heaven. He was not ; 
he ceased to dwell here, he was no longer visible 
on earth, for God took him. What a sudden, mar- 
velous, blank space there must have been in the 


eye of all men who knew him, and had been ac- 
customed to the holiness and brightmess Of tits 6.- 


| ample, when, from amidst the full transcendent 


luster of it, he was gone, he had disappeared, even 
while men were gazing at him! 

Such a man’s sudden departure would create a 
great vacancy, such a man’s sudden silence would 
be more notable than most men’s loudest outcry ; 
for he had ceaselessly proclaimed God’s Word 
against sin, and that in such a style, with such re- 
sistless thunder, that one of the greatest wonders 
of his life is just this, that in an age of such wick- 
edness and violence, he could have held on preach- 
ing with such fiery denunciation of men’s iniqui- 
ties, unassassinated, unimprisoned, unmuzzled, so 


thunderbolts of his prophetic eloquence ; the only 
paragraph of oratory of any kind that God deigned 
to rescue from the wresk of antediluvian oxistence. 
In this style did Enoch address his audiences of 
intellectual Antediluvian giants. “ Behsld the 
Lord cometh with ten thousand of his saints, to 
execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that 
are ungodly among them of all their ungedly deeds 
which they have ungodly committed, and of all 
their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have 
spoken against him.” The direct application of 
God’s Word against prevailing sin was an inevita- 
ble consequence of a close walk with God, a three 
hundred years’ walk with God, in the preacher. 

It is walking with God that the ehurch aad the 
ministry need, now, in our day. It is notso much 
the truth that they need, in speculative enuncia- 
tion, or abstract proposition and adhesion; for 
there is plenty of that, in the letter, and in the 
vaunted perfection of the creed, both old school 
and new school; but it is the habit of walking 
with God, behind that truth, it is the habit of such 
secret experience of it, and confidenee in it, as a 
life, that its fearless resistless application shall be 
made, as certainly, as inevitably, to the sins of 
men, as those sins present themselves ; and made 
with a more thundering remonstrance, the higher 
the sins rise, the more they spread themselves into 
institutions, and demand, in defiance of God, a re- 
cognition, passport, and insurance from molesta- 
tion, even in the church. A new, habitual, and 
more faithful walk with God is the one thing that 
we all need, in the beginning of a new year, to in- 
sure a year of something like the glory of Enoch's 
usefulness with man. 

The mere duration of years does not constitute 
a long life, but the fulfillment of life’s purposes 
does. ' 

Hoe est vivere bis, 
Vita posse priore frui. 

It is only a well-spent life that can be enjoyed 
over again in the recollection. It was some dis- 
tinction to have been the oldest man; it would 
be a greater distinetion still to have been the wis- 
est man; but a greater than all, to have been the 
helicst man. When Enoch was translated, he 
had lived longer, in living to God, than the whole 
Antediluvian race put together, who lived only for 
their own pleasure. Just so, if Methuselah, the 
son of Enoch, had lived but one year like his 
father, having this testimony, that he pleased God, 


the other nine hundred and sixty-eight years of 
his life put together. Noman lives long who does 
not live to God’s glory, but he who does that Lives 
ETERNALLY. When it is said of such a one, he 
died, it means he began to live. It is true 
that the Christian then begins life, when the will 
of God begins to live in him, and God’s grace to 
reign in his heart and his whole being; but he 
does never realize the full blessedness and power 
of that existence, till his soul, unfettered by the 
Yody, and no more measuring time by mortal 
yeas, has winged its flight where time and sense 
and sin are known no longer. And just so, when 
a man leaves the world impenitent, he only begins 
to die, entering upon an eternal existence of posi- 
tive death in sin and misery. He knows not 
what death is, till his soul is driven from the 
body, and bas the wages of sin paid to it. 
Sometimes, when a disciple of Christ has been 





anxiously and parefally walking with God, for a 





long. Divine inspiration has preserved one of the - 


that little year would have been longer than all 
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season, it pleases God to concentrate into the last 
year, end in the hours of dying, so much of his 
grace, sueh power and manifestation of his Spir- 
it, that life seems as suddenly expanded in space 
as itis tranefigured with glory. How the sting 
of death is taken away by the life and joy of such 
experience! and in watching its processes, we 
seem gazing at a visible translation as of Enoch, 
and more glowing than the chariot of Elijah! Oh 
the preciousaess and loveliness of such examples 
to the young! Oh the blessedness of so living and 


-walking with Christ, that even in the very process 


of dying there shall be an appearing with him in 
glory! Happy are those households that on earth 
are the scene of such grace, happy even amidst 
trial, And happy are those, whose surviving life 
is drawn, by the power of divine grace in such 
examples, through the same pathway of prayer, 
faith, love, and glory. 

Ayd now, that this may be the case with us, 
and that we may learn so to number our days 
as to apply our hearts unto wisdom, and so to 
secure the year, that it may be the length 
of our days for ever, let us see to it that 
ite Sabbaths are devoted to God, are marked by 
prayer, repentance, and belief in Jesus. Let not 
one of us presume to cross the Sabbath threshold 
of any week without humble, heartfelt, secret, fer- 
vent prayer; and if the threads of this blessed 
habit of prayer have never yet been fastened in 
our loom of life, let them be fastened at once, let 
them be run into the stuff of our existence by the 
motion of the shuttle of these very hours, let thom 
be woven in the tissue of our life, no more to be 
dissevered than the days themselves can be anni- 
hilated. 

Our Sabbaths are our great decisive steps. 
They are landing-places in the great stair-case, up 
or down which we are traveling. If we are ris- 
ing by means of them toward heaven, every one 
of them is a great and blessed advancement; and 
as we stand on each landing-place, and leok down 
over the distance we have passed, but especially 
when the Sabbath is the opening of a new year, 
what a scene do we survey of God’s goodness, 
what a winding, upward flight of his mercies, 
what a record of seasons and reasons for everlast- 
ing gratitude and praise! How blessed is the gift 
and privilege of being spared to such a new and 
sacred commencement of existence and of charac- 
ter; borne by the hand of the Lord to such a land- 
ing-place, and bidden, as on the summit of Pisgah, 
to look upward and onward to the promised land 
of glory! Here then we consecrate ourselves 
anew to God, and in swect confiding dependence 
on his grace, may stretch our wings for another 
flight toward heaven. Let every man hang up, 
in the secret place and season of his soul’s account 
with God and eternity, Enocn’s ALManac of walk- 
ing With Goa. wv 


“TOTAL DEPRAVITY.” 


-_-_— 





Ovr atiention has been called to some remarks 
in The New York Examiner, a Baptist religious 
journal, in which we are called to account for cer- 
tain words said to have been uttered by us in a 
recent lecture in Boston, and also for giving the 
lecture at all in the “ Fraternity Course.” 

Although several other religious journals, as I 
am informed, have commented upon the same 
topics, I select The Examiner's editorial for reply, 
for two reasons :—first, because I have not seen the 
others ; and secondly and especially, because its 
tone is in the main kind. And we desire to say, 
that if all papers were as fair and frank as The 
Examiner, there would be more pleasure in the 
public interchange of views than is usually the 
case. And we beg the editors to understand the 
earnestness of our reply as applying more to the 
subject than to them. 

We claim the parliamentary liberty of calling 
for a division of the question, and we shall print 
but half of their article this week, reserving the 
other portion for the next week : 


“ Mr. Beecher is not to be held accowntable for a 


him, he acquiesces in the report. The Boston Journal 
quoted him as saying to the Fraternity, that ‘eve 

eelfish man belieyes in total depravity,’ and added, 
that the remark was loudly cheered. Now, every man 
who has discretion enough to speak in public at all, 


ment is true, but whether it is true im the sense in 


pravity.’ In the sense which would, perhaps, be 


sociate with the words, they convey a falsehood. 
There is no wrong in discountenancing their use, for 
the purpose of substituting a phraseology less liable 
to misrepresentation. But that is a distinction which 
not one in a hundred of those who applauded Mr. 
Beeeher would ever think of making. If he did say 
what is attributed to him, he must have been under- 
stood as denying and vilifying that doctrine of human 
nature, without which there can be no logical or rea- 
sonable necessity for a supernatural redemption. If 
he has been falsely reported, we should be happy to 
know it.” 

We admit in many cases that a man is to be con- 
sidered as accepting words attributed to him if, 
when widely published, and brought to his notice, 
he permits them to stand uncontradicted. But it 
is plain that this must not be formed into a rule, 
and that much must be left to the discretion of 
the persons concerned. 

If there are a thousand little things trumped up 
for the sake of provoking an answer; if men lie 
in wait, and watch how they may catch a speaker 
strewing words and speeches along the way of 
controversy, as corn is strewn toward traps,—is a 
man to run into the snare ? 

Life would be a perpetual flea-hunt, if one were 
obliged to run down all the innuendoes, the inve- 
racities, the insinuations, end the suspicions 
which the style of modern honor permits many 
religious papers to indulge in. 

But, even where there is no unkindness meant, 
and when no meanness employs religion as a cloak, 
and even where words or opinions are attributed 
to a man which have some importance, it is a se- 
rious question whether he is always obliged to 
contradict, and whether he may not be allowed to 
employ his own discretion in denying some with- 
out implying any responsibility for all which he 
does not choose to deny. 

Since we have been called before the public, 
we must be allowed to say frankly, thatit would be 
utterly impossible for us to look after all the erro- 
neous reports and the inaccurate statements which 
are continually made in our behalf. Hundreds of 
reports made for “ substance of doctrine” by report- 
ers not versed in religious literature, of sermons re- 
ported by letter-writers, and not a few more formal 
collections of sayings, and desoriptions of things 
done or said, are sent abroad. Is a man obliged 
to put everything right in all these* Is he to be 
held responsible for sentiments or expressions sent 








all over the land by letter-writers, unless he every 


week comes before the public with formal dis- 
claimer, and reiterated explanation? If we did so, 
then, next, the very papers whieh require it would 
be the first to blame us for conceit in keeping be- 
fore the public endless personal explanations ! 

But there is another side to this question. Have ed- 
itors, religious and honorable men, a right to aid in 
the circulation of uncorrected statements, and hast- 
ily reported addresses, when they above all men 
know how seldom rapid speakers are correetly re- 
ported, and when, moreover, they have the means 
of inquiring at head-quarters as to the accuracy of 
any report? How long would it take to cut out a 
paragraph, enclosé it to the person represented as 
uttering it, and say, “ Is this correct ?’—“ Do you 
hold yourself responsible for this?” If itis not 
worth this trouble, then it is not worth inserting in 
the paper. But again and again, the most serious 
misstatements have been put in leading religious 
newspapers, whose editors almost passed my door 
daily in going tortheir office. But, while they re- 
conciled it to their honor to give injurious reports 
a very wide currency, they did not deem it their 
duty to take the least pains to ascertain the truth 
of the statements ! 

But we have become so used to seeing misstate- 
ments and misconceptions that we scarcely lift our 
eyebrows any more at the most astounding things. 
Indeed, we kill them by silence; having found 
that they thrive more vigorously by the notice of 
adenial. There was a story started some years 
ago that we began a sermon by the startling im- 
propriety of the sentence, “It is damned hot.” 
We took the pains to give this the most unequivo- 
eal coatradiction, declaring it to be a lie out of the 
whole cloth, without the vestige or shadow of 
foundation of any kind whatsoever. But since 
this denial the story not only goes a good deal bet- 
ter than before, but more and more persons are 
every month reported to me as declaring on their 
personal veracity, that they were present and heard 
the speech. Of course, such persons do all, with- 
out exception, tell a willful falsehood; but we dare 
not say so publicly, for fear that they will fall 
into spasms of affidavits, and convert their guilt 
into permanent form, past all repentance. 

Now, we beg to have it understood, hereafter, 
that all reports which represent us as saying what 
we ought not to have said, are undoubtedly erro- 
nious!! Whereas, if the thing reported is good, 
wise, safe, and eminently proper, let it be taken 
for granted that we said it! With this general 
rule we shall be content. 

—We now proceed to examine the allegation that 
we employed the term Total Depravity in a man- 
ner which produced upon the audience the effect of 


a fling et the doctrine of man’s sinfulness before 
God. 


1. Even if the term Total Depravity were ons 
_danass: we age ety eh eee ede 6 Lt by wc, on 
the occavion referred to, could be tortured into an 
offense only by the most unreasonable theological 
jealousy. And those who heard the lecture de not 
seem to have felt any impropriety. It was the 
report of it, published the next day in the news- 
papers, and read in the study or editorial ojlice, 
that exeited so much anxiety. 

We were illustrating the fact theta powerful 
feeling in action tended to produce the same feel- 
ing in other minds. We instanced the selfish man 
whose selfish feelings awakened like tendencies 
ail around him, so that he roused up and sur- 
rounded himself with men’s worst traits. Such 
aman if very apt to inveigh against his fellow- 
men. They seem to him exceedingly wicked. To 
the selfish man all men seem desperately and 
only sejfish. And here it was that we said that a 
selfish man always believes in Total Depravity. 
Though he believes nothing else, he is always a 
firm believer in human wickedness. 





pewspaper report of his words—unless, having knowl- ; 
edge that certain words are publicly attributed to | 


is bound to consider, not only whether a given senti- 


which it will inevitably be understood by his audi- | 
ence. There are objections to the phrase ‘total de- | 


most obvious to ordinary minds; in that sense, cer- | 
tainly, which Unitarians have diligently labored to as- | 


Now we really think that one must be extreme- 
} ly anxious to be offended to find occasion of of- 
fense in this remark. And if the gentlemen who 
| watch against the many-headed serpent of herosy 
had heard the context with the remark, they would 
, have beon saved from the assertion that it was 
cheered eas a fling at the orthodox view of man’s 
| sinfulness. It was the whole hit ata selfish man’s 
| experience that drew applause—not any supposed 
subtle intimation of a doctrinal laxity on our part. 
2. But although we did not employ the phrase 
Total Depravity in any opprobrious sense, at the 
time meationed, we do not hesitate to say now, 
that we regard it as one of the most unfortunate 
and misleading terms that ever afflicted theology. 

It answers no purpose of definition or of descrip- 
tion. It does not convey the sense in which the 
great majority of churches hold the doctrine of 
man’s sinfulness. Instead of explaining anything, 
it needs explanation itself. Every minister who 
employs the term usually begins his sermon by 
saying that he does not mean the very thing which 
the words do mean. For, Total signifies a degree 
beyond which there can be no more. A total 
loss is one which cannot be increased; a total 
bankruptcy is one which ceuld not be more com- 
plete ; s total destruction is one which leaves 
nothing more to be destroyed. Men have a 
right to suppose that Total Depravity signifies a 
depravity beyond which there could be no more— 
nothing worse. This ts the popular understand- 
ing of the term. The people go with the language, 
and not with theologians. But this is not the the- 
ological meaning of the word. No man who uses 
the phrate believes men to be totally wicked, i. ¢., 
so wicked that they cannot be mere wicked. If 
they can be more wicked, then they were not to- 
tally wicked before. And, just as The Examiner 
does, so do all sensible men. They do not use the 
term. They regard it as infelicitious. And yet 
when any one handles it roughly they ere full 
of anxiety for the truth! 

This word is aninterloper. It is not to be found 
in the Scriptures. We do not beliove that it is 
even to be found in the Catechisms and Confes- 
sions of Faith of Protestant or Catholic Christen- 
dom. 

We do not feel called upon to give the mis- 
chievous phrase any respect. We do not believe 
in it, nor in the thing whieh it obviously signifies. 
It is an unscriptural, monstrous, and unredeemable 
lie. : 

3. But on the other hand, we do Welieve with 
contigual sorrow of heart and daily overflowing 
evidence, in the deep sinfulness of universal man. 
And we believe in the exceeding sinfulness of sin. 
We do not believe that any man is born who is 
sinless, or who becomes perfectly sinless until 
death. We believe that there is not one faculty 
of the human soul that does net work evil, and so 
repeatedly, that the whole human character is sin- 
ful before God’s law. We believe man’s sinful- 
ness to be such that every man that ever iived 
needed God's forbearance and free forgiveness. We 
believe that no man lives who, does not need to 


< 
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turning from sin is a work so deep, and touches so 
closely the very springs of being, that no man will 
ever change except by the help of God. And we be- 
lieve that such help is the direct and personal out- 
reaching of God’s Spirit upon the human soul ; and 
when by such divine help men begin to livea 
spiritual life, we believe the change to have been 
£0 great that it is fitly called a beginning of life 
over again, a new creation, a new birth. 

If there is one thing that we believe above all 
others, upon proof from consciousness and proof 
from observation and experience, it is the sinfulness 
of man. Nor do we believe that any man ever 
doubted our belief who sat fortwo months un- 
der our preaching. Nothing strikes us as so pe- 
culiarly absurd as a eharge or fear that we do not 
adequately believe in men’s sinfulness. The 
steady bearing of our preaching on this subject is 
such as to plow up soil and subsoil, and to convict 
and to convince men of their need of Christ's re- 
demption. 

But our belief of this sad truth is purely 
practical. We have no sympathy with those the- 
ologians who use Time as a grand alley and roll 
their speculations six thousand years, knocking 
down and setting up the race, in the varioug 
chances of this gigantic theologic game,—what is 
the origin and nature of sin? Poor Adam! To 
have lost Paradise was enough. But to be a 
shadow endlessly pursued through all time by 
furious and fighting theologies—this is a punish- 
ment never threatened. Or, was the flaming sword 
of the angel a mere type and symbol of theological 
zeal, standing between men and Paradise for 
evermore! We take men as we find them. 
We do not go back to Adam or the fall to find ma- 
terials for theories and philosophies. There is the 
human heart right before my eyes, every day 
throbbing, throbbing, throbbing! Sin is not a 
speculation, but a reality. It is not an idea,a 
speculative truth, but an awful fact, that darkens 
life, aud weighs down the human heart with con- 
tinual mischiefs. Its nature will never be found 
in the Past. It must be sought in the Present. 

We hope The Examiner will be satisfied that its 
fears are needless. We hope that we may here- 
after speak lightly of the words Total Depravity 
without being supposed to doubt man’s need of a 
Savior by reason of his sinfulness. 

We heartily hate the phrase Total Depravity, 
and never feel inclined to use it, except when 
reading the ethics of The New York Observer, or 
the religious editorials of The Puritan Recorder. 
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by the present and future generations, and save him 
from the confession extorted from Macbeth : 
“If it be so I have 
Put ranccrs in the vessel of my peace 
Only for them ; and mine eternal spirit 
Given to the common enemy of man.” 
No halfway measure isto answer in this great 
strait ofour country. The Southern political mind is 
debauched, wholly so, and they are as near a slave- 
monomania as a political system ean well be. The 
atmosphere of this city is tainted with the same dis- 
ease, and runs out in every pulsation of this so-called 
Democratic eenter—heart-ehilling, benumbing, and 
controlling the partisan extremities. Men stand up 
in New England to day, and “glory in their shame” 
while defending slavery,—because of party influence 
apon them. Disenthralled from that, and their no- 
ble, Christian, and patriotic instincts would press 
them inte the very forefront of this our great 
battle for national perpetuity. It is no time now 
for the friends of freedom to tempérize, to abandon 
their ground, or to waive the issue for the ostensible 
purpose of a eoalition with some or any particular 
shade or class of opposition to this bastard Demoera- 
ey, for the sake of a temporary victory. That is the 
last trick of the Slavery Devil to further his ends. 
A thorough rousing of the people, a potent voice at 
the windows of the Presidential mansion, and striking, 
strong acts in the popular branch of Congress, smiting 
this beast of clay, who has more horns than the one 
ecen in the vision of the prophet, will check, nay 
cure, this national curse. It is not enough to stop the 
slave-trade—that was but an expected step, each fol- 
lowing a preceding one, up and back to the dark day 
when our whole policy was changed by the acquisition 
of fresh slave territory and the multiplying of new 
slave states. Emancipate our Executive and Cabinet, 
our Supreme Court, our Congress, our territories, take 
all this dead weight of social sin and national corrup- 
tion off our national shoulders,—let the ill-omened 
bird 
“Take its beak from out our heart, 
And its form from off our door,” 
And we shall rise a true glory among the nations. 
Movements are now being made with great rapidi- 
ty to turn off the public attention and to prevent the 
great earthquake of indignation from gathering and 
breaking. “Popular Sovereignty” is one, seeking the 
emancipation of al] the territories from Congressional 
or Executive interference, by the paesage of a bill 
giving the handful who form a new territory the pow- 
er of choosing their own officers. One speeeh as an 
opening wedge was made in the House on the day of 
ite adjournment for recess. The Pro-slavery opposi- 
tion to Demoeracy at the South or in the border states 
bave started another, in the form of eirculars and edi- 
terial articles, looking to # movement for the over- 
throw of the Administration in 1860, on other grounds 
than oppssition to slavery. In other words, to ask 





SPONDENT. 


Drar Inperexvpent: The ehamefully long vacation 
of Congress not only does violence to the public and 


private interests of the country, but makes a deathly 
dullness in the Federal city and ite environs. Most of 
the members left for their homes, some few of the 
Northern ones remaining, however, to visit the cen- 
ters of negro traffic and chattel-hiring in Virginia on 
the close of the holidays. My bile was sufficiently 
stirred two years ago upon witnessing such a scene, 
and I have refused willingly to witness such another. 
The Union of this city—the President’s organ—has 
been steadily using its editorial columns for the dis- 
cussion ef the Cuban question. It persists in accord. 
ing to Spain the right to manage its own affairs a Ja 
“popular eovereignty,” but followed each repetition 
of it with an abuse of that country, because she sees 
fit to keep her crown-jewel in her own possession. 
The articles are twaddle, all of them, and like the Ad- 





ministration that dictates them, cannot hide the cloven 
hoof, or concoct a sophistry sufficiently smooth and 
palatable to prevent its sticking in the throat or cro- 
ating a nausea in the political stomach. To day it 
eezayed anarticle upon the recent opening of the slave- 
trade, and if its views emanate from or are but refleo- 
tions from the White House, then the thodsand seoun 
drels who are by their own natures driven from civil- 
izéd society, and who hang around slave-pens, and 
fatten upon the bloody traffic in the human shambles 
of the South—these land-pirates whose touch is 
poison, and whose presence a national leprosy—may 
turn sea-pirates, and flood our coast with stolen Afri 
cans with the utmost impunity. Buchanan will send 
outa proclamation when the human tide swells and 
breaks upon us too boldly ; but like the proclamation 
against the filibusters, it will be the merest bosh and 
moonehine—sound and words signifying nothing. A 
few letters to our naval officers on the coast, copied 
from that gem of all the “artful dodging” in the hia- | 
tory of our country or language now on file in the 
office of the Secretary of the Navy, will instruct them 
in the double duty of how to do it, and how not to do 
it; and will be sent to officers in command who will 
uot be desirous of emulating the purity of the brave 
Commodore Paulding, or suffering his official disgrace 
at the hands of this double-dealing Administration. 
And then up the coves and inlets of the bays and 
rivers of the South will be heard the wail and groan 
of the poor wretches over the loss of country, home, 
wife, and children, and all that wins man to life, and 
keeps his feet voluntarily out of the dark, still house 
ofthe dead. And the fitting answer to this heart-ory 
and soul-groaning will be the hissing lash of the biped 
brute as it cuts and tears and buries itself in its bloody 


the North to give up the distinctive anti-slavery ques- 
| tion, and join in a great negative party. Other move- 
ments are yet in process of incubation, some hatching 
in tha Cahinet or among its immediate friends and ad- 
Vieers. But let our friends remember that courage, 
steadfastness, and unity, never yet failed of eucoces 
when battling for the right against social corruption, 
Yours, 
Saturday, Jan'y Ist, 1859. 
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Pornan 
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PEW-RENTING IN PLYMOUTH 
CHURCH. 

Tne annual renting of pews on Tuseday evening at 
Plymouth church, Brooklyn, realized the round sum 
of taccnty-five thousand dollars! This amount, it will 
be remembered, results not from a permaneng sale of 
the pews, but merely from their hiring for year. 
The total amount for last year was fifteen Mousand 
dollars. The increase experienced on Tuesday even- 
ing is owing to the Jarge additions made to the mem 
bership of the church during the past year, and to the 
number of those who desire to attend its public ser- 
vices. 

In renting, all pews throughout the house (except 
the pastor's, and three or four others reserved) have 
a fixed valuation, specified on a printed diagram. 
The choice of pews is sold at auction to the bidder 
who pays for each successive choice the highest 
| premium. When we mention that not only every 
| pew was let, but let at a premium, and that the pre- 
miums amounted in many instances to three or four 
times the fixed valuation, the renting on Tuesday 
evening will be regarded by our readers, as one of 
the daily papers has remarked, “ probably the most 
spirited sale of church-pewa which ever took place in 
this country.” 

The summary statement of the result is as fellows 
Number of pews in house cc ctees Heeebbesedees 298 
Bases yGl vp cv'vesde desde cescrccecccccctsencesecnasee © 
Pews rented—all at premiums TTT. 
Amount of pew-rents, as assessod .. $12,054 00 
Amount of premiums offered 12,000 50 
Aisle seats assessments 826 00 
Aisle seats premiums ose 70 00 
TRIED, 600 00.9:0:0000.28 dneeges denen .»» 24,950 50 
In round figures, total income.......... .. 25,000 00 

In addition to these figures, we may mention that a 
large number of members of the church (to say noth- 
ing of a atill larger number of the eongregation) have 
been entirely unable to seoure sittings. A friend who 
has made a rough estimate says that nearly four hund- 
red church-members (or nearly one-third of the entire 
memberehip) are left unprovided for ! 

. 

Young Men’s Festival,—The second annual festi- 
val or tea-party of the Young Men's Christian Asso- 
ciation, will be held at Mozart Hall on Wednesday 











and sinewy bed. For the bread he asks he will get 
stony curses ; and for the fish, the cursed serpent of 
the lash. Good men will weep, pray, and shudder; | 
timid ones will commit blasphemy by accusing the | 
mysterious providence of God in their soul's think- | 
ing; the conservatives of the country will bow and 
eringe and drink the cup without a murmur; D Ds 
will stand up on the great day of our Lord's emancips- 
tion from the grave, and feed their flocks with the new 
dectrine of God's foreible way of enlightening and 
Christianizing the sable sons and daughters of Africa. 
Nay, athorough expurgation of all the books issued 
by national Tract Societies which condemn the traffic, 
will immediately take place, and all parties, save the 
gtanch true workers for freedom, with the country 
will go down and dwell in, abet, aud practice the. 
spirit and work of perdition together. The great 
coarse, vulgar animal who robs cradles, sells babies, | 
speculates in chastity, whose soul finds no musical 
equivalent to the quick, sharp hiss of a lash, mingled 
with the screams and groans of a “nigger,” will be 
“ cheek by jowl” with the Reverend defender, drink- 
ing the balmy doctrinal dew from his lips with a pe- 
culiar gusto! 

And these good men, conservatives, D.D.s, Tract 
Society administrators, Congresemen, Cabinet-officers, 
and weak-kneed President, all are responsible togeth- 
er before the Infinite Ruler for this outrage upon all 
national honesty, honor, and civilization, and this 
utter negation of the first principles of Christianity. 
Itean now be nipped in the bud. No half-way 
measure will avail, however. It will take a tremen- 
dous rell of popular thunder to shake the grip loose 
that holds this puppet of an Administration, and let 
it swing back to the old moorings of freedom. But 
the popular voice is potent, and one general uprising 
of the whole moral feeling in the seat of popular 
power in this country, agsinst the whole slave villany, 
will save the head of thie Government foo *he }+>- 











repent of sin, to turn from it; and we believe that 
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miny whieh will be poured r~ 


evening, 12th inst. Rev. H. M, Scudder, Rev. 8. K. 
Nott, and other speakers, have agreed to take part in 
the exercises. It is expected that Ex-Gov. King will 
preside. Those who were present at the delightful 
festival of this Association last year, will not fail to 
attend this equally promising entertainment. 





Volces from the West,—Those faithful Sunday- 
schoo! missionaries of the West, Rev. B. W. Chidlaw 
of Ohio, and Mr. Stephen Paxson of Illinois, will ad- 
dress a Union Mass-meeting of the friends of the 
cause, at the Clinton avenue Congregational church, 
corner of Lafayette avenue, Brooklyn, on Tuesday 
evening, January 1ith, at 7 o'clock. 

tev. R B. Westbrook of Philadelphia, and R. G. 
Pardee, Esq., of New York, will participate in the 
exercises. 


Sabbath-echeol Anniversary,—The Sabbath- 
school Missionary Association of the Fourteenth-street 
Presbyterian church will have an anniversary on Sab- 
bath evening, Jan. %th. Singing under the direction 
of Mr. Lucius Hart. We give a few stanzas of the 
anniversary hymn : 

O’er the head of listening ehildren 
Christ his sweetest blessing gave, 
Little hands may aid his mission 
A dying world to sare. 


Unto those who stray in darkness, 
They may call with winning voice 
Fleaven will bear the echo onward, 


And answering hearts rejoice. 
Hearts that heed not wiser lessons, 
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